
 

Summer 2020 
How Ebor Academy Filey Centre Assessment Grades and Rank Orders 

were determined 

Under the Ofqual guidance, a centre assessment grade is defined as “the most likely grade a student 

would have achieved if they had sat their exams this summer and completed any non-exam 

assessment” 

To ensure this was done as fairly and accurately as possible, we have worked through the following 

stages. 

 

Step 1: Teacher Assessment 

The primary sources of information used by teachers and faculty leaders to make this judgement, and 

produce a rank order for all students, were: 

 Records of each student’s performance over the course of study, including for example 

progress review data, classwork, bookwork and/or participation in performances in subjects 

such as music and PE. 

 Performance on any non-exam assessment (NEA), even if this has not been fully completed, 

which would then be balanced with a judgement about their likely performance in the written 

paper(s) 

 Performance on any class or homework assessments and trial exams taken over the course of 

study 

Step 2: Faculty Leader checking 

These assessment marks have been moderated within each department throughout the course of 

students’ GCSE study, using exam board annotated materials and exemplars where possible, to ensure 

that students’ work has been assessed fairly and accurately at each stage. In addition to this, Faculty 

Leaders have: 

 Routinely sampled students’ assessment folders/books to compare performance across each 

teacher’s class, holding department meetings to agree the rank order where performance was 

similar across different classes 

 Checked assessment scores against previous students’ performance to compare the final 

grades achieved with the centre assessment grades put forward for similar students, with 

adjustments made if necessary 

 

 



Step 3: Senior Leader checking 

Before any grades were submitted to exam boards, the following checks were put in place: 

 Statistical analysis of each department’s centre assessment grades compared with previous 

year’s results and predicted grades 

 Where this comparison showed a significant variation from previous results (either positively 

or negatively), faculty leaders and teachers’ assessment evidence was checked out to 

ascertain the reason for this, with adjustments made if necessary 

 All grades submitted to the exam board were input by the Exams Officer and checked for 

accuracy by the Headteacher 

 

Step 4: Exam board standardisation 

At this stage, we have no further control over the results that students receive as the exam boards will 

conduct a statistical analysis at a national level before issuing results. It is therefore likely that the 

majority of schools, in some subjects, will see a difference in the centre assessment grades submitted 

and the final grades that students receive.  

However, we will still be able to complete one final check before issuing results to students, and that 

is to ensure that the exam boards have not made an administrative error in issuing the results. 

On the day before results day, we will check every single grade for every student against the rank 

order that was submitted to the exam boards (as whilst the final grade may change for some students, 

the rank order of all students will not). Whilst this is extremely unlikely, if there are any errors in the 

rank order (i.e. if a student receives a lower grade than someone who was below them in the rank 

order) then this would be grounds for an appeal and we would inform you on the day. 


