
Year 7 Modern Foreign Languages  

 

 

 

 

 

 

An outline of the key concepts taught year 7: 

Autumn term (French) Spring (French) Summer (French) 
On y va 
Students will learn to give personal 
information about themselves & others 
(for example: introducing themselves, 
giving their age and their birthdays, 
giving simple information about their 
family) and to give simple opinions 
about familiar topics. They will learn 
numbers up to 100 and the alphabet. 
 
Students will learn how to pronounce 
common letter strings and some of the 
differences in pronunciation between 
French & English.  
 
 

C’est perso 
Students will develop their ability to give 
more extended opinions in French.  They 
will also learn how to describe 
themselves & others using different 
adjectives as well as the key verbs avoir 
(to have) & être (tp be). 
 
Students will learn about the gender of 
nouns in French and how to use the 
correct definite & indefinite articles. They 
will also learn about differences in word 
order between French & English as well 
as adjective agreement in French.   
 
 

Mon collège 
Students will learn about life in French 
schools & also how to talk about life in 
their school as well. They will learn how 
to give extended opinions about their 
subjects & teachers.  
 
Students will learn how to tell the time in 
French. They will also be introduced to 
common regular verbs in the present 
tense; e.g. commencer (to start), étudier 
(to study) and will learn how to 
conjugate them in order to produce 
more extended sentences in French. 

 

Important language  Important language  Important language  

The alphabet  
Numbers 1 -100 
Days. months & birthdays 
Question forms 
Classroom language phrases 
Likes & dislikes 

Likes & dislikes, reasons & connectives 
(and / because / but) 
Indefinite, indefinite & partitive articles 
Common nouns 
Adjectives of personality. 
Phrases to describe appearance 
Pronouns 
Avoir & être  
 

Numbers, telling the time 
Days of the week 
School subjects 
A wider range of opinion phrases with 
reasons, connectives & intensifiers 
Possessive adjectives (my) 
Present tense regular -er verbs  
 

 

Key staff contacts: 

Miss Sweeney: Head of MFL, Teacher of Spanish & French  asweeney@fs.ebor.academy  

Mrs Pickering:  Teacher of French  apickering@fs.ebor.academy 

 

 

 

Our aim is for MFL learners at Ebor Academy Filey to enjoy learning foreign languages and to recognise 

the benefits of language learning in our globalised 21st century. Learning a foreign language is a 

liberation from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. We aim to foster pupils’ curiosity 

and develop their cultural capital by deepening their understanding of the world as well as promoting a 

greater understanding of their own language. Our teaching encourages pupils to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and helps them understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech 

and in writing. By developing their communication skills and confidence, studying a foreign language 

plays a vital role in preparing students for life beyond school.   
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What are the main skills your child will develop in year 7? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I help my child with their learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you assess my child’s progress?  

  

 

 

 

 Ask your child to teach you something that they have learnt in their language class. 

 Help your child to learn new vocabulary by making flashcards & testing them.  

 Encourage your child to regularly revise grammar & vocabulary points they have previously 

met, so that they are more likely to remember them in the future. For example, test them 

on their verb endings or on their spellings. Ask them to tell you in French how old they are, 

when their birthday is or what subjects they study at school.  

 Encourage your child to download a French app onto their phone, e.g. Duolingo, and to use 

websites such as www.languagesonline.co.uk  and BBC Bitesize KS3 French 

(www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/) 

 a bi-lingual dictionary or an online dictionary such as www.wordreference.com  but to avoid 

translation sites! 

 Check your child’s planner weekly to keep an overview of key homework 

 Research the French culture with your child.  

 

 Students will be taught essential aspects of French to provide a solid foundation for their 

continued learning; for example, numbers, the alphabet, aspects of pronunciation, giving 

opinions.  This grounding will enable them to access the more complex topics of describing 

people & talking about school in the Spring and Autumn terms.  

 Students will develop their understanding of French across four skills (reading, writing, listening 

& speaking). We encourage students to speak in French from the beginning of Y7 and aim to 

build confidence in all skill areas.  

 Students will gradually be introduced to written and spoken passages of increasing length in the 

target language.  

 Students will learn how to use new grammatical structures & vocabulary in both written & 

spoken tasks; for example, they will be asked to write a conversation in French in the Autumn 

term; in the Spring term they will write & talk about family & friends, demonstrating a wider 

range of vocabulary.  

 Students will increasingly develop their independent learning skills: they will be encouraged to 

use vocabulary mats/worksheets, dictionaries & internet resources so that they become more 

independent learners. Teachers will provide regular practice & support in the use of these 

resources.  

 Students will develop a greater understanding of English through comparison with French.  

 Students will become more aware of aspects of life in French-speaking countries. In the Summer 

term, for example, we will be looking at the similarities & differences between British & schools 

in French-speaking countries.  

http://www.languagesonline.co.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/
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How will my child be assessed? 

 
In the MFL department, we value the importance of providing students with feedback that enables them 
to progress.  We therefore provide formative feedback that requires a response from our students. This 
feedback will usually be in English, so that the student is fully aware of what he or she needs to focus on 
to make progress.  Targets are specific and may be in the form of a question to encourage students to 
respond and to create a two-way dialogue between pupil and teacher.  Typically, students complete this 
work in green pen and are then able to reflect clearly on where they can improve their work. 
 
We also encourage our MFL students to self-assess and reflect on a regular basis through 5-a-day review 

activities and regular vocabulary & grammar tests.  They are encouraged to self & peer assess their work 

wherever possible. 

In Year 7, we formally assess the students in two skills per term. This includes a passive skill (listening or 

reading) and an active skill (speaking or writing). Skills that are not assessed in the autumn term will be 

assessed in the spring term.  

assessments include both extended written tasks and translation tasks into the target language. Spoken 
assessments may include photocards & responding to bullet points / questions in the target language. 
Assessments in reading and listening skills are based on topics & language that we have previously 
studied. 
 
Assessment criteria are shared regularly with the students and they know how to access the different 
grades prior to the assessment. Post-assessment, students are also encouraged to set personal targets to 
improve on their performance.  
 

Please feel free to contact us to discuss our assessment policy in depth.  

 

 



Year 8 Modern Foreign languages:  French & Spanish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key concepts taught in year 8 French: 

Autumn term (French) Spring (French) Summer (French) 

Mes passetemps 
Students will learn to speak & write 
about their free time activities & their 
use of technology. They will learn how to 
say different sports & activities with jouer 
(to play) & faire (to do) and how to use 
adverbs of frequency to say how often 
they do these activities.  
 
 Students will also revisit work done in 
Year 7 on giving opinions as well as 
numbers & days of the week.  
 
Students will consolidate their 
knowledge of present tense regular  
verbs as well as the common irregular 
verbs avoir (to have), être (to be), faire 
(to do) & aller (to go).  
 
Students will be encouraged to develop 
all 4 skills (reading, writing, listening & 
speaking) and this will continue during 
subsequent terms 

Studio Découverte 
In the Spring term, students will learn 
about French artists & paintings as well 
as how to give & understand information 
about animals in French. They will also 
learn how to talk about New Year’s 
Resolutions using the future tense with 
going to.  
 
Students will continue to consolidate 
their knowledge of present tense verbs & 
giving opinions. They will also continue to 
practice using key irregular verbs and be 
introduced to some verbs in the past 
tense. 
 
Students will also be taught how to use 
common prepositions and the partitive 
article (du / de la / des) when talking 
about what different animals eat.  
 
Students will continue to develop all 4 
skills and will particularly develop 
confidence in speaking French by making 
a presentation about a painting.  

Paris, je t’adore 
In the summer term, students will learn 
about Paris, its history and culture & well-
known tourist sites. 
 
Students will study the past tense in 
more detail to be able to write about a 
real or imaginary visit to Paris. They will 
also study questions forms and the 
conditional forms of key verbs so that 
they can say what they would do if they 
went to Paris. 
 
Students will continue to revisit key 
concepts from previous learning and will 
continue to develop in all 4 skill areas.  
 
  

Important language:  Important language: Important language: 

Sports using jouer and faire  
Using technology 
Regular verbs in the present tense 
Adverbs of frequency  
Common prepositions  
Giving opinions (incl. J’aime + verb) 
Avoir, être, faire & aller 

Giving & understanding information 
about animals. 
French artists & paintings 
Present tense regular verbs  
Avoir (to have) & être (to be)  
Some verbs in the past tense 
Giving opinions  

Talking about Paris. 
Present tense regular verbs 
Perfect tense verbs 
Conditional: J’aimerais & Je voudrais (I 
would like)  
Giving opinions with different adjectives, 
connectives, intensifiers & verbs 

 

Our aim is for MFL learners at Ebor Academy Filey to enjoy learning foreign languages and to recognise the 

benefits of language learning in a globalised 21st century. Learning a foreign language is a liberation from 

insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. We aim to foster pupils’ curiosity and develop their 

cultural capital by deepening their understanding of the world as well as promoting a greater understanding 

of their own language. Our teaching will enable pupils to express their ideas and thoughts in another language 

and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in writing. By developing their 

communication skills and confidence, studying a foreign language plays a vital role in preparing students for 

life beyond school.   

In Year 8 & year 9, students study Spanish as well as French. We want  them to be able to make an informed 

choice about the language(s) they wish to study for GCSE and, by teaching both French & Spanish at KS3, we 

feel that students are better placed to make decisions about their option choices at the end of Y9. We also 

feel that this opportunity exposes students to different cultures and languages, making them more aware of 

and better prepared for a globalised world.  

 

 



key concepts taught in year 8 Spanish: 

Autumn term (Spanish) Spring (Spanish) Summer (Spanish) 

Comenzamos! 
Students will learn to give personal 
information about themselves & others 
and to give simple opinions about 
familiar topics. They will learn numbers 
up to 100 and the alphabet. 
 
Students will learn how to pronounce 
common letter strings and some of the 
differences in pronunciation between 
Spanish & English.  
 
Students will also be encouraged to 
develop all 4 skills (reading, writing, 
listening & speaking) and this will 
continue during subsequent terms.  
 

Somos así 
Students will develop their ability to give 
more extended opinions in Spanish.  
 
Students will learn how to talk about 
different types of films & other leisure 
activities in Spanish. They will learn how 
to use the verb ‘ir’ (to go). They will 
learn to give information about different 
places they go to and say how often 
they go there.  
 
 

En forma 
Students will continue to study the 
theme of leisure time activities.  
They will be introduced to different 
verbs in the present tense to enable 
them to talk about activities they (& 
other people) do.  
 
Students will learn how to use the verbs 
‘jugar’ (to play) and ‘hacer’ (to do) to 
talk about their sporting activities.  
 
Students will also learn how to use the 
verb ‘ser’ (to be) so they can describe 
their personality. 

Important language:  Important language: Important language: 

Classroom language 
Personal information: Qs & As 
The alphabet 
Numbers and dates  
The verb tener (to have)  
Verbs of opinion + some nouns 

Types of films 
Places in a town 
Extended opinions with adjectives, 
connectives & intensifiers 
Question forms 
The verb ir (to go) 
Adverbs of frequency (e.g. never) 

Types of sports & activities 
The verb jugar (to play) 
The verb hacer (to do) 
The verb ser (to be) 
Adjectives of personality 
Word order & adjectival agreement 
 

 

Key staff contacts: 

Miss Sweeney: Head of MFL, Teacher of Spanish & French  asweeney@fs.ebor.academy 

Mrs Pickering: Teacher of French apickering@fs.ebor.academy 
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What are the main skills your child will develop in year 8? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can I help my child with their learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students develop their understanding of French across all 4 skills (reading, writing, listening 

& speaking). In year 8, they will also start to learn Spanish.  

 In French, students will consolidate their understanding of the present tense, focussing on 

common irregular verbs. They will then learn about the perfect (past) tense and learn how 

to use both regular & irregular verb forms. Students will also learn how to use the 

conditional (would) to talk about what they would do if they visited Paris. Knowledge of 

these grammar points are essential for linguistic competence and GCSE success.  

 In Spanish, students will start with the alphabet, personal opinions & numbers, moving on to 

talking about their town & favourite activities. They will also learn how to give extended 

opinions and to describe themselves & other members of their family and friends.  

 Students will meet a wider range of written and spoken passages of increasing length in the 

target language, including some unfamiliar vocabulary.  

 Students will continue to develop independent learning skills: they will be encouraged to use 

vocabulary mats/worksheets, dictionaries & internet resources so that they become 

increasingly independent.  

 Students will develop their English vocabulary and knowledge of grammar through direct 

comparison with the target language.  

 Students will become more aware of aspects of life in French-speaking and Spanish-speaking 

countries. In French, they will learn about French paintings as well as Paris. In Spanish, they 

will develop cultural understanding through the topic of film.  

 Ask your child to teach you something that they have learnt in their language class. 

 Help your child to learn new vocabulary by making flashcards & testing them.  

 Encourage your child to revise grammar & vocabulary points they have previously met 

regularly, so that they are more likely to remember them in the future.  

 Encourage your child to download a French app onto their phone, e.g. Duolingo, and to use 

websites such as www.languagesonline.org.uk  and BBC Bitesize KS3 French 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects  

 Remind your child to use a bi-lingual dictionary or an online dictionary such as 

www.wordreference.com but to avoid translation sites!   

 

http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects
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How will you assess my child’s progress?  

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How your child will be assessed:  . 

In Year 8, we formally assess the students in two skills per term. This includes a passive skill (listening 

or reading) and an active skill (speaking or writing). Skills that are not assessed in the autumn term 

will be assessed in the spring term.  

In the MFL department, we value the importance of providing students with feedback that enables 
them to progress.  We therefore provide formative feedback that requires a response from our 
students. This feedback will usually be in English, so that the pupil is fully aware of what he or she 
needs to focus on to make progress.  Targets are specific and may be in the form of a question to 
encourage students to respond and to create a two-way dialogue between pupil and teacher.  
Examples are ‘Add five sentences which show use of the comparative form’ or ‘Add a paragraph 
which uses at least three new time expressions from your word mat’  Typically, students complete 
this work in green pen and are then able to reflect clearly on where they can improve their work. 
 
We also encourage our MFL students to self-assess on a regular basis through weekly 5-a-day review 

activities and regular vocabulary & grammar tests.  They are encouraged to self & peer assess their 

work wherever possible. 

Please feel free to contact us to discuss our assessment policy in more depth.  

 



Year 9 Modern Foreign languages:  French & Spanish  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key concepts taught in year 9 French: 

Autumn term (French) Spring (French) Summer (French) 
.De la ville à la campagne 
 
In the Autumn term, students will 
learn to talk about where they live. 
They will continue to develop their 
cultural awareness by 
understanding information about 
regions of France.  
 
Students will learn vocabulary 
related to places in a town as well 
as how to talk about things that 
they can do there in different 
weather conditions using ‘On peut’ 
(you can). They will learn to use 
common prepositions to say 
where things are and will also 
learn how to give directions in 
French.  
 
Students will continue to revisit & 
enhance their skills in the areas of 
giving opinions and making 
comparisons. 
 

Les Choristes 
 
In the Spring term, students will 
develop their cultural awareness 
by studying a French film (Les 
Choristes).   They will reflect on the 
themes in the film (friendship, 
loyalty, following your dreams) 
and learn language related to it. 
This includes giving opinions about 
the film, describing & giving 
opinions about the characters,  
making comparisons about the 
characters, talking about what 
happens in the film (using present 
& past tenses). 
 
Studying this French film will give 
students the opportunity to 
develop their listening skills and 
build upon knowledge from 
previous learning.  

Au college 
 
In the Summer term, students will 
revisit the theme of school from 
Y7. They will build on prior learning 
& reach a higher level of mastery 
in order to gain greater confidence 
in the skills acquired.  
 
In addition to revising school 
subjects and talk about their 
timetable students develop their 
cultural awareness by learning 
how to make comparisons 
between schools in France and in 
the UK. Students will learn how to 
provide extended opinions and 
viewpoints. 
 
Students will learn how to describe 
their school building and to 
express their opinions on their 
school rules. This will provide the 
opportunity for them to revisit 
present & perfect tenses in 
preparation for future learning 
and life experience. 
 
 
 
 

Our aim is for MFL learners at Ebor Academy Filey to enjoy learning foreign languages and to recognise 

the benefits of language learning in a globalised 21st century. Learning a foreign language is a liberation 

from insularity and provides an opening to other cultures. We aim to foster pupils’ curiosity and develop 

their cultural capital by deepening their understanding of the world as well as promoting a greater 

understanding of their own language. Our teaching will enable pupils to express their ideas and 

thoughts in another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in 

writing. By developing their communication skills and confidence, French & Spanish plays a vital role in 

preparing students for life beyond school.   

In Year 9, students continue to study both French and Spanish, building on the skills, vocabulary and 

grammar that they have studied in Y7 (French) and Y8 (French & Spanish). This will help them to make 

a more informed choice at the end of year 9 about the subjects that they wish to study at GCSE level. 

We also feel that this opportunity exposes students to different cultures and languages making them 

more aware of, and better prepared for, our globalised world. 

 



Important language: Important language: Important language: 
Places in a town with il y a (there 
is) & il n’y a pas de (there isn’t) 
Saying where things are  
Giving directions 
Comparative & superlative 
adjectives  
Negative forms 
Likes & dislikes, reasons & 
connectives. 
Using the modal verb pouvoir to 
say what you can and can’t do 
 

Different film genres 
Nouns, gender & articles 
Adjectives to describe characters 
& events (incl. adjective 
agreement & position) 
Comparative adjectives 
Present & perfect tenses 
Creating more complex opinion 
sentences  

School subjects 
Review of telling the time / days 
of the week / school timetable 
School rules  
Use of the definite article 
Present & perfect tenses 
The near future with aller to talk 
about future plans 
Comparisons with plus ..que 
(more than) & moins … que (less 
than) 
The superlative form 

 

Key concepts taught in year 9 Spanish: 

Autumn term (Spanish) Spring (Spanish) Summer (Spanish) 
Orientáte! 
Students will build on language 
learnt in Year 8 and will learn to 
talk about their daily routines 
using the present tense. This will 
include learning how to tell the 
time and explaining what time 
they do different activities. 
 
Students will learn how to say 
different jobs in Spanish & say 
what jobs they would like to do in 
the future using ‘Me gustaría ser’ 
(I would like to be), ‘Quiero ser’ (I 
want to be) and ‘Voy a ser’ (I am 
going to be). They will continue to 
practice giving opinion using a 
broad range of different 
adjectives.  
 
 

Una aventura en Madrid 
Students will learn how to talk 
about different places they have 
visited. Initially, they will learn 
about life & customs in Madrid 
and how to compare this to life in 
the UK. They will learn how to 
describe a town/city & say what 
things can be found there.  
 
Students will also be introduced to 
different regular verbs in the past 
tense to talk about places they 
have visited in the past. They will 
learn how to use common verbs 
such as visitar (to visit), comer (to 
eat), ver (to see), vivir (to live). 
They will revisit the present tense 
to make better understand the 
past tense.  
 

Un repaso 
Students will review & consolidate 
previous learning to extend their 
knowledge and fully prepare them 
for GCSE studies and for life in a 
global world. We will continue 
with the theme of describing 
places we live in or visit.  
 
Students will review & consolidate 
present, past & future tenses, 
which are required to achieve a 
GCSE pass in Spanish. Students will 
also study more common irregular 
verbs in these tenses, such as 
poder (to be able to), querer (to 
want).  
 
Students will learn to talk about 
the weather & activities they do in 
different weather conditions.  

Important language:  Important language: Important language: 

Telling the time 
Reflexive verbs (I have a shower) 
The verb ser (to be)  
Adjectives to describe people 
Jobs  
Future forms 
Extended opinions with 
adjectives, connectives & 
intensifiers 

Past tense regular verbs 
Comparative & superlative 
Adjectives to describe places 
Hay que (You have to) 
Creating more complex opinion 
sentences  

Past, present & future tenses 
Common irregular verbs in the 
past tense: ser (to be), estar (to 
be), ir (to go), hacer (to do/make), 
querer (to want), poder (to be 
able to) 
Weather expressions 
Increasingly more complex 
opinion adjectives 

 

 

 



 

Key staff contacts: 

Miss Sweeney: Head of MFL, Teacher of Spanish & French  asweeney@fs.ebor.academy 

 Mrs Pickering:  Teacher of French  apickering@fs.ebor.academy 

 

 

What are the main skills my child will develop in year 9? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Students will develop their understanding of French and Spanish & continue to practice the 4 

skills (reading, writing, listening & speaking). We use increasingly complex material to reflect 

students’ increasing awareness of the languages they are studying.  They meet written & 

spoken texts of varying lengths containing a range of vocabulary and structures and are 

encouraged to develop strategies to cope with unfamiliar language.  

 In French, students will build on their previous knowledge by learning how to describe a town 

or a region and meet a wider range of grammatical structures; e.g. tenses.  

 In Spanish, students will become learn how to form and use past & future tenses which, 

alongside the present tense, are essential elements  for GCSE success.  

 In French and Spanish, the course complements and provides a basis for the GCSE themes. In 

Year 9, students meet key grammatical points essential for GCSE success.  

 It is expected that students will be showing increased independence in their learning. 

 We will continue to develop literacy skills through direct comparisons between the foreign 

language and English when meeting new vocabulary and grammar.  

 Students will become more aware of aspects of life in French-speaking and Spanish-speaking 

countries as well as develop an understanding of the importance of French and Spanish as a 

world language. In French, students will be watching a French film, Les Choristes, and will also 

be learning about the school system in France. In Spanish, they will be learning about life and 

customs in Madrid as well as differences between the working routine in Spain & the UK. 
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How can I help my child with their learning? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will you assess my child’s progress?  

 

 

 

 

 

5.  How your child will be assessed: 

 

 

 

 

 Ask your child to teach you something that they have learnt in their language class. 

 Practise new vocabulary together regularly.  

 Help your child to learn new vocabulary by making flashcards & testing them.  

 Encourage your child to regularly revise grammar & vocabulary points they have previously met, 

so that they are more likely to remember them in the future.  

 Encourage your child to download a Spanish app onto their phone, e.g. Duolingo, and to use 

websites such as www.languagesonline.org.uk  and BBC Bitesize KS3 Spanish 

www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/secondary. 

 Remind your child to use a bi-lingual dictionary or an online dictionary such as 

www.wordreference.com but to avoid translation sites! 

 

In Year 9, we formally assess the students in two skills per term. This includes a passive skill (listening 

or reading) and an active skill (speaking or writing). Skills that are not assessed in the autumn term will 

be assessed in the spring term.  

We link our formal MFL assessments to the requirements of the GCSE exams. Written assessments 
include both extended written tasks and translation tasks into the foreign language. Spoken 
assessments may include photocards & responding to bullet points / questions in the target language. 
Assessments in reading and listening skills are based on topics & language that we have previously 
studied. 
 
Assessment criteria are shared regularly with the students and they know how to access the different 
grades prior to the assessment. Post-assessment, students are also encouraged to set personal targets 
to improve on their performance.  
 
In the MFL department, we value the importance of providing students with feedback that enables 
them to progress.  We therefore provide formative feedback that requires a response from our 
students. This feedback will usually be in English, so that the pupil is fully aware of what he or she 
needs to focus on to make progress.  Targets are specific and may be in the form of a question to 
encourage students to respond and to create a two-way dialogue between pupil and teacher.  
Examples are ‘Add five sentences which show use of the comparative form’ or ‘Add a paragraph which 
uses at least three new time expressions from your word mat’  Typically, students complete this work 
in green pen and are then able to reflect clearly on where they can improve their work. 
 
We also encourage our MFL students to self-assess on a regular basis through weekly 5-a-day review 

activities and regular vocabulary & grammar tests.  They are encouraged to self & peer assess their 

work wherever possible. 

 

Please feel free to contact us to discuss our assessment policy in more depth.  
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